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‘Tiger Wings’ vertical garden
stands tall at KIA's terminal 2

Nithya.Mandyam
@timesofindia.com
Bengaluru: There’s a ‘tiger’
in Kempegowda Internatio-
nal Airport! On Thursday, the
airport unveiled ‘“Tiger
Wings’, a 30-foot-tall, 160-foot-

wide vertical garden, at T2.

The installation, spread
over 4,000 square feet across
two walls, utilises a soil-less
design, featuring a speciali-
sed felt imported from Germa-
ny. This advanced technology
enables plants to grow witho-
ut soil and mimics their natu-
ral environment, where they
often thrive in rocky crevices.
The vertical garden is crafted
to symbolise India’s national
animal, the tiger, with aspara-
gus plants tracing the outline
of airplane wings and red,
orange, yellow and white Ixo-
ra flowers capturing the vi-
brant huesof the tiger'sfur.

Created in collaboration
with noted French botanist
Patrick Blanc, affiliated with
French National Centre for
Scientific Research, this li-
ving wall is said to be his lar-
gest projectinIndia.
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The vertical garden is crafted to
symbolise India’s national animal

Blanc brought to life the
lush wall with over 15,000
plants and 153 species, many
of which are native to Karna-
faka. He visited the Western
Ghats forests to select rare
species, ensuring the installa-
tion represents the region's
rich biodiversity.

Hari Marar, MD & CEO of
Bangalore International Air-
port Ltd (BIAL), the KIA ope-
rator, said, “We wanted to
bring in a fresh perspective to
our vision of sustainability,
artistry and technological ad-
vancement in a way that reso-
nates with Bengaluru’sessen-
ce.” He added, “Blanc’s inno-
vative approach to designing
living walls —allowing plants

to grow as they would in natu
re with minimal interventior
-was precisely what we envi
sioned for this space. Termi
nal 2 was anchored by four gu
iding principles — termina
in a garden, technology, art
and sustainability — and this
wall embodiesall of them.
The irrigation system
custom-designed to deliver
only necessary water, mimics
the way plants grow on natu
ral rock walls, providing mi
nimal but sufficient moisture
to sustain the plants. This
helps reduces water usage.
Blancsaid, “Tiger Wings is
the realisation of a drean
where nature and architectu
re coexist seamlessly. Byemp
loying specialised felt layers
we created an environment
where plants thrive, just as
they would in nature’s crevi
ces. It transcends merely en
hancing the visual landscape
of the airport; it transforms
the travel experience, rejuve
nates the environment, anc
preserves the rich tapestry of
the natural world that surro
undsus.”



