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S0 WHAT i you don't have
an immaculately-manicured
lawm due to lack of space
Now you can have it up your
wall, literally Frenchman
Patrick Blanc, who's just fin-
ished growing varieties of pl-
ants (including the banyan)
on the wall of the French Em-
bassy has been sowing the
seads for a vertical garden for
the last 0 years.

t's A passion that pays, as
he gots to travel all over the

Patrick Blanc has been in the
business of growing vertical
gardens for the last 20 years

he says. How did he come up
with the idea? "As a child |
was fascinated with the agu-
arium. The little plants and
shrubs [ was able to grow in-
side it wonld climb up the
wall of the fish tank I also
learnt that it kept the water
fresh. That's how T discov-
ered that tropical planis
could grow on walls if wa-
tered properiy” Blanc
charges as much as 400 Eu-
ros per sq meirs. “Of
course, it won't be that ex-
pensive in India, " he smiles.

on the walls of reputed mu-
seums, architectural build-
ings and even a parking lot.
“It's a good feeling that a
parking lot, which is almost
like a dead space, has life
and greenery because of
plants in the vertical gar.
den,” he says. |
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Blanc has grown plants |

|

world too, “as part of my re- |
search,” ssys Blanc, adding
that there is no diffsrence in
the plants in France and In-
dia. He also explains the con-
cept of the banyan tree plant-
ed high: “The roots gets space
to spread out and the branch-
&5 and leaves look like a vir- | |
tual jungle™
And there is way of main- |

taining it “The trick is to wa-
ter them every four hours
through a pipe placed sirate-
gically on top of the wall. The
water contains the minerals,”



